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R A V 


O* 


To fcold ; to rail at with clamour. 

Hearing /Efop had been beforehand, he fent for him in a 
raoe* and ; tittle d him with a tnouiand traitors and villains for 




robbing; his houfe. 


L'EJlrange. 


Dry den. 


Pop 


e. 


'“he that would fometimes rattle off her fervants pretty 
fharply, now li Ine law them drunk, never took any notice. 

Arbuthnot's Hijlory of John Bull. 
Ra'ttle. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. A quick noife nimbly repeated. 

I’ll hold ten pound my dream is out ; 

I’d tell it you but for the rattle 

Of thofe confounded drums. Prior. 

2. Empty and loud talk. 

Ail this ado about the golden age, is but an empty rattle 
and frivolous conceit. Hakeivill on P ovidehcc. 

3 * An inftrument, which agitated makes a clattering noife. 

The rattles of ills and the cymbals of Brafilea nearly enough 
refemble each other. Raleigh's Hijlory of the World. 

They had, to affright the enemies horfes, big rattles co¬ 
vered with parchment and fmall ftones within. Hayward. 

Opinions are the rattles of immature intellects, but the 
advanced reafons have outgrown them. Glanvill's Scepf 
They want no rattles for their froward mood, / 

Nor nurfe to reconcile them to their food. 

f arewel then verfe, and Jove, and ev’ry toy, 

The rhymes and rattles of the man or boy ; 

What right, what true, what fit we juftly call, 

Let this be all my care ; for this is all. 

4. A plant. 

.Rattleheaded, adj [rattle and head."] Giddy; not fteady. 
Ra'ttlesnake. n.f. A kind of ferpent. 

. The rattlefnake is lb called, from the rattle at the end of 
his tail. Grew's Mufaum. 

bhe lofes her being at the very fight of him, and drops 
plump into his arms, like a charmed "bird into the mouth of 
a rattlefnake. Moore's Foundling. 

Rattlesnake Root. n.f. 

Rattlefnake root , called alfo feneka, belongs to a plant, a na¬ 
tive of Virginia ; the Indians ufe it as a certain remedy againft 
the bite of a rattlefnake : it has been recommended in all 
cafes, in which the blood is known to be thick and fizy. Hill. 
IvA tt oon. n.f. A Weft Indian fox, which has this peculiar 
property, that if any thing be offered to it that has lain in 
water, it will wipe and turn it about with its fore feet, before 
it will put it to its mouth. Bailey. 

To RA'VAGE. V. a. [ravager , Fr.J To lay wafte; to fack ; 
to ranfack ; to fpoil; to pillage; to plunder. 

Already Csefar 

Has ravaged more than half the globe, and fees 
Mankind grown thin by his deftru&ive fword. Addifon. 

His blafts obey, and quit the howling hill, 

The fhatter’d foreft, and the ravag'd vale. Thomfon. 

Ravage, n.f. [ravage, Fr. from the verb.] Spoil: ruin: 
wafte. 

Some cruel pleafure will from thence arife. 

To view the mighty ravage of your eyes. 

Would one think ’twere pofiible for love 
To make fuch ravage in a noble foul. 

Thofe favages were not then, what civilized mankind is 
now; but without mutual fociety, without arms of offence, 
without houfes or fortifications, an obvious and expofed prey 
to the ravage of devouring beafts. Bentley. 

RaTager. n.f. [from ravage.] Plunderer; fpoiler. 

When that mighty empire was overthrown by the northern 
people, vaft fums of money were buried to efcape the plun¬ 
dering of the conquerors; and what remained was carried 
off by thofe ravagers. Swift's Mifcellanies. 

Rau'city, n.f [raucus, Lat.] Hoarfenefs; loud rough noife. 
Inequality not ftayed upon, but paffing, is rather an en- 
creafe of fweetnefs; as in the purling of a wreathed firing, 
and in the raucity of a trumpet. Bacon's Hat. Hift . 

To Rave. v. n . [i reven , Dutch; rever, Fr.J 
I. To be delirious; to talk irrationally. 

Men who thus rave, we may conclude their brains are 
turned, and one may as well read ledures at Bedlam as treat 
with fuch. Government of the Tongue. 

It loon infedeth the whole member, and is accompa¬ 
nied with watching and raving. JVifeman's Surgery. 

Her grief has wrought her into frenzy, 

The images her troubled fancy forms 
Are incoherent, wild ; her words disjointed : 

Sometimes fhe raves for mufick, light and air ; 

Nor air, nor light nor mufick calm her pains. 

Fo burft out into furious exclamations as if mad. 

Shall thefe wild diftempers of thy mind. 

This tempeft of thy tongue, thus rave, and find 
No opposition \ Sandys's Paraphrafe on Job. 

Our ravings and complaints are but like arrows ftiot up 
into the air, at no mark, and fo to no purpofe. Temple. 

Wonder at my patience. 

Have I not caufe to rave , and beat my breaft, 

To rend my heart with grief, and run diftraded. Addifon. 


Shakefp , 


as. 


• Waller i 
to ravel out a twijl or piece of 


Dryden. 
Addifon. 


Revenge, revenge, thus raving through the ftreet: 

PH cry for vengeance. Southern’s Spartan Dam, 

lie Iwore he could not leave me, * 

With ten thou land ravings. Rowe's Ro»al Con » 

3. To be unreafonably fond. With upon before the obiT^ 
fondnefs. A colloquial and improper fenfe. ^ u 0 

Another partiality is a fantaftical and wild attributing 11 
knowledge to the ancients cr the moderns: this ravingub 

antiquity, in matter of poetry, Horace has wittily expofed ’ 

one of his fatires. i >• 111 

To Ra'vel. v. a. [ ravelcn , Dutch, to entangle.] **' 

i. To entangle; to entwift one with another; to make intr' 
cate ; to involve ; to perplex. 

As you unwind her love from him, 

Lefl it fhould ravel , and be good to none. 

You muff provide to bottom it on me. 

If then fuch praife the Macedonian got, 

'For having rudely cut the Gordian knot; 

What glory’s due to him that cou’d divide 
Such ravel’d int’refts, has the knot unty’d. 

And without ftroke fo fmooth a paffage made, 

Where craft and malice fuch o'oftructions laid, 

2. To unweave ; to unknit: 
knit work . 

Let him for a pair of reechy kiftes. 

Or padling in your neck with his damn’d fingers. 

Make you to ravel all this matter out. Shake/p. Hamlet. 
Sleep that knits up the ravel’d fleeve of care. Shakefp 

3. To hurry over in confufion. This feems to be the meaniiw 

in Digby. ® 

They but ravel it over loofely, and pitch upon difputuKr 
againft particular conclufions, that at the firft encounter of 
them fingle, feem harlh to them. Di?h 

To Ra'vel. v. n. 6 y ‘ 

1. To fall into perplexity or confufion. 

Give the reins to wandering thought, 

Regardlefs of his glory’s diminution ; 

Till by their own perplexities involv’d. 

They ravel more, ftill lefs refolv’d. 

But never find felf-fatisfying folution. Milton's Agonijla 

2. To work in perplexity; to bufy himfelf with intricacies. 

It will be needlefs to ravel far into the records of elder 
times; every man’s memory will fuggeft many pertinent 
mftances Decay of Piety. 

I he humour of ravelling into all thefe myftical or in- 
tangled matters, mingling with the intereft and paffions of 
princes and of parties, and thereby heightened and inflamed, 
produced infinite difputes. Temple. 

RA'VELIN. n.f. [French.] In fortification, a work that 
confifts of two faces, that make a falient angle, com¬ 
monly called half moon by the foldiers : it is raifed before 
the courtines or counterfcarps. Dili. 

RAVEN, n.f. [hpaepn, Saxon.] A large black fowl. 

The raven himfelf is hoarfe 
That crokes the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements, _ _ Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Come thou day in night, 

For thou wilt lie upon the wings of night. 

Whiter than fnow upon a raven’ s back. Shakefp. 

I have feen a perfectly white raven, as to bill as well as 
feathers. Boyle on Colours. 

He made the greedy ravens to be Elias’ caterers, and bring 

himfood - King Charles. 

On fev’ral parts a fev’ral praife beftows. 

The ruby lips, and well-proportion’d nofe. 

The fnowy fkin, the raven glofly hair. 

The dimpled cheek. Dryden s Cymon and Iphigenia • 

The raven once in fnowy plumes was dreft, 

White as the whiteft dove’s unfully’d breaft, 

His tongue, his prating tongue had chang’d him quite 


Addifon . 

a? 

To devour with 


Shakefpi 


Shakefp. 


Smith. 


2 . 


To footy blacknefs from the pureft whited 
To Ra'ven. v. a. [paepian, Saxon, to rob.] 
great eagernefs and rapacity. • 

Thriftlefs ambition! that will raven w p 
Thine own life’s means. 

Our natures do purfue, 

Like rats that raven down their proper bane, 

A thirfty evil; and when we drink we die. 

The cloyed will 
That fatiate, yet unfatisfied defirc, that tub 
Both filld and running, ravening firft the lamb. 

Longs alter for the garbage. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

1 here is a confpiracy of the prophets, like a roaring lion 
ravening the prey. £zek. xxii. 25. 

To Ra ven. v . n. To prey with rapacity. 

Benjamin fhall raven as a wolf; in the morning he fhall 
devour the prey, and at night he (hall divide the fpoil. Gen. 

The Pharifees make clean the outfide of the cup ; btft 
their inward part is full of ravening and wickednefs. Luke xi» 
1 hey gaped upon me with their mouths* as a ravening and 
a roaring lion. Pfalm xxii* 13* 
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The more they fed, they raven'd ftill for more, 

They drain’d from Dan, and left Beerfheba poor ; 

But when fome lay-preferment fell by chance, 

The Gourmands made it their inheritance. Dryden. 

Convulfions rack man’s nerves and cares his breaft. 

His Hying life is chas’d by rav'ning pains 
Through all his doubles in the winding veins. Black?nore. 
Ra'venous. adj . [from raven.] Furioufly voracious ; hungry 
to rage. 

Thy defires 

Are wolfifh, bloody, ftarv’d and ravenous . Shakefp. 

As when a flock 

Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 

Againft the day of battle, to a field 
Where armies lie encamp’d come flying, lur’d 
With feent of living carcaffes. Milton's Paradife Lojl. 
What! the kind Ifmena, 

That nurs’d me, watch’d my ficknefs ! oh fhe watch’d me. 
As ravnous vultures watch the dying lion. S?nith. 

Ra'Venously. adv: [from ravenous.] With raging voracity. 
Ra'venousness. n.f [from ravenous.] Rage for prey; fu¬ 
rious voracity. 

The ravenoufnefs of a lion or bear are natural to them; 
yet their million upon an extraordinary occafion may be an 
a£tus iinperatus of divine providence. Hale. 

Raught. the old pret. and part. paff. of reach. Snatched ; 
reached ; attained. 

His tail was ftretched out in wond’rous length. 

That to the houfe of heavenly gods it raught , 

And with extorted power and borrow’d ftrength, 

, The ever-burning lamps from thence it brought. Fa. Ffu. 
And that as foon as riper years he raught , 

He might, for memory of that day’s ruth. 

Be called Ruddyman. Fairy Ffueen. 

In like delights of bloody game. 

He trained was till riper years he r*aught 9 
And there abode whilft any beaft of name 
Walk’d in that foreft; Fairy ghtcen. 

This ftaff of honour raught, there let it ftand. 

Where beft it fits to be, in Henry’s hand. Shakefp. 

The hand of death has raught him. Shakefp. 

Grittus furioufly running in upon Schenden, violently raught 
from his head his rich cap of fables, and with his horfemen 
took him. Knolles's Hijlory of the Turks . 

Ra'vin. n . f. [from raven ; this were better written raven.] 
j. Prey ; food gotten by violence. 

The lion ftrangled for his lioneffes, and filled his holes 
with prey, and his dens with ravin. Hah. ii. 2, 

To me, who with eternal famine pine. 

Alike is hell, or paradife, or heav’11 ; 

- There beft ; where moft with ravin I may meet. Milton. 

2. Rapine ; rapacioufnefs. 

They might not lie long in a condition expofed to the ravin 
of any vermin that may find them, being unable to efcape. 

p, , Ray on the Creation. 

Ka vingly. adv. [from rave.] With frenzy; with diftrac- 
tion. 

In this depth of mufes and divers forts of difeotirfes, would 
the ravingly have remained. Sidney h ii 

To RA'VISH. rt . [ravir, Fr.] h ' 

I o conftuprate by force. 

They ravijhed the women and maids. Lam. v. i r. 

They cut thy lifter’s tongue, and ravijh’d her. Shakefp. 

2. 1 o take away by violence. Jt 

ixrT. hefe ! lairs ’ which thou doft from my chip. 

Will quicken and aCcufe thee. Shakefp. King Lear. 

1 heir vow is tnade 

To ranfack Troy, within whofe ftrong immures 
The ravtfh d Helen fleeps Shakefp. Troilus and Creffda. 

Mji fame and injur’d honour to repair ^ 

I rom thy own tent, proud man, in thy defpite: 

^ T J'r K? d , 013 ram h thy P retcnded right. Dryden 

3. To delight to rapture; to tranfport. ° 

I hou haft ravifjed my heart. n + • 

Be thou ravijhed always with her love. p ™ 

'visher. n f [ raviffeur , Fr. from raviJhA 9 ‘ 


R A W 

- I , f 

nien’s wives, canie in all thofe ancient fables of his transfor¬ 
mations and all that rabble of Grecian forgeries. Raleigh ; 

Tell them ancient ftories of the ravijhment of chafte 
maidens. Taylor's Rule of Living Holy, 

I told them I was one of their knight-errants that delivered 
them from ravijhment. Dryden. 

2. Tranfport; rapture; eeftafy ; pleafing violence on the mind. 
All things joy, with ravijhment 
Attradted by thy Beauty ftill to gaze. Milton : 

Thee all things gaze on, 

With ravijlmient beheld ! Milton's Par. Lojl , b. ix. 

Can any mortal mixture of earth’s mould 
Breathe fuch divine enchanting ravijhment . Milton. 

What a ravifmnent was that, when having found out the 
way to meafure Hiero’s crown, he leaped out of the bath, 
and, as if he were fuddenly pofteft, ran naked up and 
down. Wilkins's Das dal us. 

RAW. adj. [hpieap, Saxon ; raa, Danifh ; rouw 9 Dutch.] 

1. Not fubdued by the fire. 

Full of great lumps of flefh, and gobbets raw. Spenfe'r . 

2. Not covered with the fkin. 

All aloud the wind doth blow, 

And coughing drowns the parfon’s faw; 

And birds fit brooding in the fnow. 

And Marian’s nofe looks red and raw. 

If there be quick raw flefh in the rifines, 

• r x O ' 

profy. 

3. Sore. 

This hdr knight was feeble and too faint. 

And all his finews waxen weak ahd raw 
Through long imprifonment. Spenfer. 

4. Immature ; unripe. 

5. Unfeafoned ; unripe in fkili. 

Some people, very raw and ignorant, are very unworthily 

2nd unfitly nominated to places, when men of defert are held 

back and unpreferred. Raleigh's Ejfays. 

People, while young and raw, and fo(t-natured, are apt 

to think it an eafy thing to gain love, and reckon their own 

friendfhip a fure price of another man’s ; but when experience 

fhall have once opened their eyes, they will find that a friend 
is tho mft nf y CY 


Shakefp. 
it is an old le- 
Lev. xiii. 10. 


Ra 

1. He that embraces a woman by violence 

They are cruel and bloody, common 'ravijhers of women 

and miu therers of cnndren. Stenfer's nf r 1 J 

A ravijher muft repair the temporafdefriment tofhfmaid' 
and give her a dowry or marry her if fhe defire it. Tayf 
in hence thofe pointed glories of your eyes ' ^ 

For if more charms beneath thofe circles rife } 

So weak my virtue, they fo ftrong appear, * 

1 fhall turn ? avijher to keep you here. ta . 

2. One who takes any thing by violence.’ dryden. 

Shall the ravijher difplay your hair 
While the fops envy, and the ladies Hare. p, 

Ravi shment. n. f [ravijfement, Fr. from ravijh. ] ° P< ' 

I. Violation; loicible conftupration ^ 

Of his feveral ravijhments, betrayings and Healing away 0 f 


South. 
Dryden . 


Dryden . 
Shakefp . 


Shakefp. 
Shakefp . 
Bacon. 


is the gift of God. 

Sails were fpread to ev’ry wind that blew. 

Raw were the failors. and the depths were new. 

> Well I knew 

What perils youthful ardour would purfue. 

Young as thou wert in dangers, raw to war. 

6. New. This feems to be the meaning. 

I have in my mind 

A thoufand raw tricks of thefe brao-gincr jacks 

7. Bleak; chill. 

T h FF ri ! ed , a!wayS with th m that weed, as their houfe, 

SnlTTl the ‘ r S arment 5 and c oming laftly into Ireland, 

u nd i- there m ° re f P ecial ufe hereof, by reafon of the 
/aw cold cl 1 Incite. r t j 1 

y nn .i r M , 4,, • , , , openjer s State of Ireland. 

... a in y our doublet and bole, this raw rheuma- 

cV Shakefp. Merry Wives of Wind for. 

once upon a raw and gufty day, J 

he troubled Tyber chafing with his fhores. 

Ood help thee, fhallow man ; God make 
Jncihon in thee, thou art raw. 
o. Not concocted, 

RA'irmrn waters will Jaft longer than raw waters. Bacon. 

and w - ] Hlv “s b0 '“ s 

' Th 1 !' 3 !! r 7 f°i d rafcals ! Wh ° wouki c ’er fr’ppofe 

ha J fuch courage. Shakefp. Henry VI. p. i. 

for a fmooth a^d fat one! C ° b3rtef 2 rawb ™Jff rcafe 

R — Sterz&f*) ™ 

Hence draw thy theme, and to the ftao-e permit 

Ra'wly. adv. [from raw.] 1 Lbcke ' 

1. In a raw manner, 

2. Unlkilfully; 

3. Newly. 

RaVness* „. f [fronl r,a ‘- H:n,y V. 

I. State of being raw. 

Chalk helpeth concodfion, fo It be out nf a , f , 

usr.i tfce rawn,fi of ,he p 

Charles V. confiderino* the min*, r c * • /» 

lifhed a pilot major for their pv- * C/f 01 bis feamen, eftab- 

3 - Haft^ aMer d Vh”fee, 'TTr- . 
feure paffage. bs the meaning in this ob- 

ThouHcSf!',!^ left he Wlfe children, 

Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Ray; 












-j ,awt 

1 ithout leave taking 

F 6* 






















































































































































